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It came down to the wire, but Republican Charlie Baker is projected to be 
the next governor of Massachusetts. 

Democratic candidate Martha Coakley refused to concede the race 
Tuesday night, even as the Associated Press, ABC News, CBS News, NBC 
News and Fox News all called the race for Baker after midnight. Baker said 
Coakley did call early Wednesday morning, but said she would not concede 
until at least Wednesday morning. 

"We can't wait to make the state sing from one end to the other," said Baker 
during his victory speech. 

Baker, a health-care CEO, came back from big early polling deficits to take 
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the victory, cresting in the polls in the final weeks of the election. He picked 
up key endorsements, including one from The Boston Globe. Several 
Democratic mayors also crossed party lines to support Baker. 

With the win, Baker resurrects the Bay State's tradition of electing 
Republican executives to lead one of the most liberal states in the country. 
Baker follows in the footsteps of Mitt Romney, Paul Cellucci, and Bill Weld as 
red individuals floating in the state's sea of blue legislators. 

That streak of Republican governor reaches back before Weld's 1990 
election. Since 1913, Republicans have controlled the Massachusetts 
governor's office for 55 years. By contrast, Republicans have controlled the 
White House for 48 years in the same span. 

The three independent candidates for governor left little impression with 
the voters, though one helped establish a new political party in the state. 
Both Jeff McCormick and Scott Lively both garnered less than one percent 
of the vote. 

Evan Falchuk, however, managed to collect more than three percent of the 
vote. Falchuk is the standard-bearer for the nascent United Independent 
Party, which needed him to hit that magic 3 percent number in Tuesday's 
election. That's the state's threshold for official party recognition, which 
would allow the United Independents to hold primaries and field legislative 
candidates. 

Click here for more election results. 
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